
 

A History of the County of Durham, volume v: Sunderland 
A major milestone in the work of the Durham Victoria County History Trust has been 

reached with the publication of the fifth volume of the series – another “red book”. 

This work is of course the main point of the Trust and so, on behalf of the Trust we 

must acknowledge and thank the years of support from our members that have kept 

the work going forward to produce this book. 

Thank you for all your help and support in making this possible. 

The launch of the Sunderland volume 

 

The venue for the launch of the Sunderland volume was St Peter’s Church, 

Wearmouth, a site of course of major historical significance but also appropriate for 

its proximity to the shipyards from which so many other proud products of 



Sunderland were launched. It took place on 14 November 2015, and was preceded 

by the annual Marc Fitch lecture. As well as providing support for local British history 

publications, as they have done in generously assisting our own work on the Durham 

VCH, the Marc Fitch Fund sponsors an annual lecture which is, where possible, 

given at the launch of a VCH “red book”. The Trust was fortunate that Chris Mullin 

agreed to give the lecture, as he is well-known not just for having been the MP for 

Sunderland South between 1987 and 2010, but also for a capacity for wit and 

honesty in his commentary on the political world that can sometimes be lacking in 

many of his peers. Clearly he was a popular choice, as the church was full as he 

rose to speak, and many of the audience had come for the lecture without previous 

awareness of the Durham VCH Trust. 

 

He spoke on the changes that had happened in Sunderland over the last forty years, 

and was refreshingly positive about where this path had taken the city. The lecture 

started with an illustration of the value of the history of place, as he described how 

he had developed his understanding of the city by tracing the history of the people 



who had lived in the house that he moved into after being elected. He showed how 

building connections to and understanding of his predecessors’ lives contributed to 

his appreciation of the city and gave him some context for the present situation in 

which he found himself. That certainly seemed bleak at the start of his time as a 

Sunderland MP, but he then proceeded to point out the positive developments 

around the city. If heavy industries such as mining and ship-building had closed 

down, then the Nissan car factory was established and has continued to thrive as a 

leader in a rapidly-changing manufacturing world. He also welcomed the 

development of the University of Sunderland and the potential for the development of 

the technical sector in the city, and praised the continuing social housing policy 

within property development. 

From these positive notes, after the initial reluctance from the audience to start the 

questions off, some lively exchanges took place on the subjects raised, some of 

which were matching personal anecdotes, while others were deftly passed on to 

current members of the local government who were present in the audience, to the 

entertainment of the rest. After the speaker was thanked, a break for an excellent 

spread of tea, sandwiches and cake followed, with the opportunity to examine the 

main attraction of the event (and purchase your own copy).  

 



Thus refreshed we continued with the launch itself. The Director of the VCH, Richard 

Hoyle, started proceedings with a speech of welcome outlining the work of the 

Victoria County History and then our Chair, Tony Pollard gave a condensed account 

of the vicissitudes and processes of the thirteen year gestation of the Sunderland 

volume, thanking the contributors and supporters who had brought it to this final 

happy conclusion. The formal issuing of the book was then performed by our guest 

speaker Chris Mullin, who presented copies to the Mayor of Sunderland, Councillor 

Barry Curran, to the chair of the Marc Fitch Fund, Lindsay Allason Jones, and to the 

editor of the work itself, Gillian Cookson. 

 

 

Chris Mullin presents a copy to the Mayor of Sunderland, Barry Curran 

  



 

 

Richard Hoyle (Director, VCH) Carol and Barry Curran (Mayoress and Mayor of Sunderland) 

Tony Pollard (Chair, DVCHT) Gillian Cookson (editor – with book) Lindsay Allason Jones (Chair Marc 

Fitch Fund) 

To round off the launch the editor herself, Gillian Cookson, smiling broadly 
throughout (perhaps an understandable combination of relief and pride in the 
achievement) made a speech of thanks to all the contributors whose work she had 
marshalled to the final and most welcome result of the Sunderland Victoria County 
History volume, seen above in her hands in its singularly fitting red and white livery. 

Contents of the VCH Sunderland volume: 

1. Introduction 
2. Before the Norman Conquest 
3. Medieval Settlement and Society 
4. Growth, 1600-1800 
5. Industrial Town, 1800-1914 
6. Twentieth-Century Town and City 
7. Churches and Religious Bodies 
8. Trade, Industry, and Communications 
9. Major Buildings and Public Spaces 



10. Public Services and Utilities 
11. Social and Cultural Life 
12. List of Abbreviations 
13. Bibliography 

Where next? 

For two or three years we have been working with volunteers in the upper Tees 

valley towards parish histories of Middleton in Teesdale and Gainford.  For this end 

we receive a small grant from Heart of Teesdale project for a preliminary survey (for 

which see below, ‘Miss Moger’s Mole’)  and we are now moving on to more 

substantial research.  Discussions are in an advanced stage for forming a 

partnership with Teesside University and the Central Office for, in the first instance, a 

three-year project on ‘Northern Teesdale’ (that is the Durham side).  

Both the Trust and the University will put in the resources to support the employment 

of a project coordinator for two days a week.  The project coordinator will work 

closely with volunteers and undertake research as well as the writing of text.  Our 

contribution will be approximately £8,000 p.a. We are able to fund this initiative from 

our reserves and annual income to which subscribers continue generously to donate, 

but once the new project is up and running we will be undertaking new fund-raising 

in Teesdale.   

The first outputs will be ‘VCH Shorts’, paperback parish histories of approximately 

25,000 words each. In addition, we will be engaged with the University in community-

oriented activities in partnership with local organisations. Discussions will be initiated 

with interested parties in Barnard Castle with a view forming a research group in the 

town, leading in the first instance to a third VCH Short.  The long-term plan is for the 

individual parish histories to be brought together as volume 6 of the county history.  

As well as traditional publication in print, draft text will be put on line.  One element of 

the partnership with Teesside University is the development and maintenance of the 

Durham VCH website. 



 

It is our hope that the project coordinator will be appointed in time to start work in the 

autumn.  She/he will be employed by Teesside University. The University will 

oversee progress through a management committee upon which the Trust will be 

represented.  The project leader at Teesside will be Dr Diana Newton, Director of the 

Centre for Regional and Local History. 

The new project will depend on volunteers who are keen to become involved in 

researching their local history. We will be looking for new recruits.  Part of the deal is 

to provide training in historical research techniques in association with the Durham 

record offices and the VCH Central Office. But we could also use expert information 

technology skills. If you would like to become involved in any capacity, or know 

anyone who would, please contact me.    

A J Pollard 

Miss  Moger’s  Mole:  Notes towards a History of Gainford 
The Heart of Teesdale project funded a preliminary survey for the History of 

Gainford. As part of this survey the team of volunteers made a transcript of a 

manuscript bundle of 71 pages of material relating to Gainford among the papers of 

the Durham Victoria County History deposited at the County Record Office.  They 

are part of the archive of unpublished VCH material surviving from 1928 when the 

third volume of the Durham history was published and work on the history of the 

county suspended. The history of all the rest of the county, with the exception of 

Barnard Castle, exists in printed proof copies.   

When work on the county project was halted in June 1915 with almost all of 
the parish histories in proof stage, these pages were abandoned. They are, as the 
team discovered in total disarray, scattered and reassembled out of order, in places 
almost illegible, and extremely difficult to decipher. They are heavily overworked and 
annotated. An initial and cursory examination of these pages had suggested that 
they formed a draft worked up for the final copy to be submitted to the compositor. 



However, the detailed examination revealed that they were no more than random 
notes for a history. 

The bundle is the remnant from a much larger collection of notes. A list of 

queries refers to folios 90 to 257. An overall word count of 55,000 is given, whereas 

we have barely 12,000 words of text.  Other references indicate that  these folios and 

words covered the ancient parish of Gainford, including Barnard Castle and the 

upper dale. Even what is surviving for the modern parish is erratic and incomplete.  It 

is roughly ordered into the histories of 19 ‘TOWNSHIPS and MANORS’, some more 

fully researched than others.  Five of these were neither then nor now in the modern 

parish.  Even the more complete township histories barely went beyond the 

seventeenth century and all focussed almost exclusively on manorial descents and 

landholding.  The history of the church remains only as a handful of notes.  . 

The occasional heading ‘Gainford excerpts’ and notes to delete a page or two 

perhaps offer an explanation. It may well be that what we have is in fact a bundle of 

working notes and of material that was rejected and edited out, or rewritten, for the 

final copy before it was sent to the printers. It is certainly not the final copy for the 

compositor. If there ever had been one, it is now missing. 

We have, however, transcribed the material and endeavoured to put together 

a coherent text  that could best be described as a reconstruction of what was once 

work in progress. As a basis for a modern history of Gainford its value is severely 

limited. The only materials of use for a modern history are the manorial descents and 

some detailed notes from public records concerning the middle ages.  As a case 

study in the early history of the VCH itself this is of some interest, but that s about all. 

The edited material will, however, for its curiosity value, be put up on the website 

when the new Teesdale project gets under way. 



And Miss Moger’s Mole?  On the first page, written as a covering note by 
‘M.L.M’, is a reminder to check various details.  Among these ‘queries’ is the 
enigmatic reference to folio 207 (not surviving), ‘ cf Carlbury, Miss Moger’s mole’.  
Who was Miss Moger?  Was she ‘M L M’? And what, or whom, was her ‘mole’? . 
 

  

Margaret Dobson, who died at the end of 2014, hosted our 
2013 annual meeting at Brancepeth. Her account of the re-
building of the interior of Brancepeth church after the 
disastrous fire of 1998 complimented Peter Ryder’s 
explanation of the cross slab monuments that were 
revealed during the restoration. As chatelaine of 
Brancepeth Castle she took us around the building, both 
the familiar parts of the 19th century restoration and also, 
down many flights of stairs, some of the very oldest rooms 
at the core of the original building. 

 

Anne Orde taught in the University of Durham’s History Department, her research 
focussing on 20th century British foreign policy, but after retiring she transferred her 
attention to more local topics. She published studies of the development of the family 
business in the region, especially in agriculture and finance, using local records such 
as those of the Pease family of Darlington. To those of us looking after books and 
records she was a well-known and frequent visitor, and a welcome contributor to the 
continuing study of local history. 

Both were staunch supporters of the Trust and regularly attended our events: they 
will be greatly missed. 

Richard Higgins 
DVCHT newsletter editor 
email: r.i.higgins@durham.ac.uk  
or contactable via Palace Green Library, Palace Green, Durham DH1 3QW 

mailto:r.i.higgins@durham.ac.uk


A note from our treasurer 

Dear Supporter. 

It may be that you are one of the many who support the work of the Trust in a 
financial manner. 

Since its inception the Durham Victoria History Trust has relied heavily on the 
financial support that it receives from its donors and subscribers. 

An additional boost to this support is where the Government through HM Revenue & 
Customs, increases your donation by allowing the Trust to reclaim the tax back that 
you paid in earning that sum. Be it through work or savings. 

When many of you initially started your support you will have signed a Gift Aid 
Declaration, and these are held by the Trust. However there have been several 
changes in the wordings of these declarations and what we would like to do now is 
update our records to reflect this. 

With that in mind, within this Newsletter is a copy of the New Declaration. If you are a 
current tax payer and have subscribed to the work of the Trust, could you please 
sign a copy and return it to the Trust. 

Remember that for every £1 that you have given, the Trust can claim back 25p, 
which will be put to the work of the Trust. 

Please return your signed copies either to: 

 The VCH c/o Palace Green Library as shown on the bottom of the form. 

Or to the treasurer, David Blair, 22 Oaklea Mews, Aycliffe Village, Newton Aycliffe, 
DL5 6JP.  

If you have any queries in respect of this, please feel free to contact David either 
01325 316749, or email blair@bdavid071.orangehome.co.uk. 

https://owa.dur.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?REF=hQilhezsMxcUjUyn51E33bmlMjAKxSNo5woiSOcGAR0LGCUwdx7TCAFtYWlsdG86YmxhaXJAYmRhdmlkMDcxLm9yYW5nZWhvbWUuY28udWs.


DURHAM VICTORIA COUNTY HISTORY TRUST 
Registered Charity Number 1026167 

 

Charity Gift Aid Declaration - multiple donation 

 

 

 
In order to Gift Aid your donation you must tick the box below: 

 
I want to Gift Aid my donation of £……………… and any donations I make in the future or have made in 
the past 4 years to Durham Victoria County History Trust 

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the 
amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any 
difference. 

My details 

Title:………………….                             First Name or Initial(s):…………………………………………………….. 

Surname: ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Full Home address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Post Code: ………………………………………………………….                    Date: ……………………………………………. 

Email……………………………………………………….                               Telephone……………………………………….. 

Please notify the charity if you: 

Want to cancel this declaration 

Change your name or home address 

No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains 

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief 
due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask 
HM Revenue & Customs to adjust your tax code. 

 

Please hand this form to the Treasurer or return it to the VCH at the address below. 

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate  
 

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your address is 
needed to identify you as a current UK tax payer 
 

Completed forms to: Durham VCH c/o Durham University Library, Palace Green, Durham, DH1 3RN 
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